Giant hydronephrosis in children.
Twenty pediatric patients with giant hydronephrosis were reviewed. This was defined as a kidney that occupied a hemiabdomen, met or crossed the midline, and was at least 5 vertebrae in length. The majority (16) were cases with ureteropelvic junction obstruction. In 2 cases, the primary pathology was obstructive megaureter. In 2 cases, the infants had severe urethral valves with massive upper tract dilatation. In 6 patients with a normal contralateral kidney, nephrectomy was performed. In one patient with bilateral pathology, one nonfunctioning kidney was removed later. A reconstructive operation was undertaken in 14 of the 20 patients. There was one late death from septicemia in an infant male with urethral valves and bilateral dysplastic kidneys.